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THERE is an old French saying that ' the style is the man *
which means that when a man writes he expresses his person-
ality. Everything that Pandit Nehru has written reflects a
great personality, for not only is he the greatest contemporary
Indian master of English but he ranks high among all
contemporary English writers in his own subject. This is
essentially the human approach today to the new world. In
this passage he records various human reactions to one of the
greatest natural calamities in recent times. Man plans new
worlds but at any momept he may have to face natural
calamity which is outside all his planning. Such moments are
tests of human character and India must always be ready to
face and brave elemental nature.

IT was the afternoon of 15 January 1934. I was standing
in the veranda of our house in Allahabad addressing a
group of peasants. The annual Magh Mela had begun,
and we had crowds of visitors all day. Suddenly I
became unsteady on my feet and could hardly keep my
balance. I clung on to a column near by. Doors
started banging and a rumbling noise came from the
adjoining Swaraj Bhawan, where many of the tiles were
sliding down the roof. Being unaccustomed to earth-
quakes, I did not know at first what was happening, but
I soon realized it. I was rather amused an$ interested at
this novel experience and I continued my talk to the